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The Dilemma of Growth
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Souxce: Prosperity without growth, Tim Jackson (London, Earthscan 2009)

World

Scenario 1: 9 billion people; trend income growth

Scenario 2: 11 billion people; trend income growth

Scenario 3: 9 billion people; incomes at equitable 2007 EU level

Scenario 4: 9 billion people; incomes at equitable 2007 EU plus 2% pa growth
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The Engine of Growth
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Diagnosis

Society is locked into an ‘iron cage’ through two
mutually reinforcing dynamics: 1) economic
structure and 2) social logic: economic growth is
served by these dynamics, but wellbeing is not

Government itself is conflicted: its role in
protecting macro-economic stability contrasts with
its role in defending other social goods.



Prognosis

Another world is possible

economic structure
social logic
governance
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/ Prosperity consists in our ability to flourish as human
" beings — within the ecological limits of a finite planet.

« material flourishing: food, clothing, shelter
ity, meaning,

« social and psychological flourishing: identi
participation in the life of society ! -
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Another Prosperity?

mrﬂfﬁ '
l.. i -I -. .: 'I'r

-' : Ii ": |
| R

‘... sites for the cultivation of a common citizenship,
so that people from different walks of life encounter
one another and so acquire enough of a.. sense of a
shared life that we can meaningfully think of one
another as citizens in a common venture’

Michael 'S'Iaiht_lel, June 2009
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Ecological Investment
‘- low carbon transition

o ecological assets

e protecting livelihoods

Ecological Enterprise
e treading lightly

e supporting communities
. providingivelihoods
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Another Economic Engine?

6.0

5.0 -
N 4.0

3.0

2.0 -
1.0 - E
0.0 . R = -

-1.0 =

ITA ESP LUX DNK BEL GER PRT FRA AUT NLD UK FIN SWE GRC IRL

mManu 0 0thGoods mDistr 11Finbus '- EleCom CReallo




Ecologlcal Investment Ecological Enterprise " ‘
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Economics for a
finite planet

Ecological

iInvestment \ ecological Ecosyste m
productivity services

Participation = Capabilities

\ improved
‘% flourishing




Estab'i‘l‘sh the Ilmlts
- Fix the economics
Change the social logic




‘The crisis doesn’t only make us
free to imagine other models,
another future, another world. It
obliges us to do so.’

President Sarkozy, September 2009

http://www.earthscan.co.uk/pwg

Economics for a
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